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Portraits of Modern Upstarts ; or Description of the 
Charlebury Family. 


[From Miss Burney’s Geraldine Fauconberg.] 


HE other individuals of our party were Mrs. Neville, her 
two guests, Lady Elizabeth and Lady Catherine Neville, 
Sir James Charlebury, and his son and daughter, ‘The three 
latter are, in all respects, by far the most disagreeable people [ 
have become acquaiuted with in this neighbourhood, Sir 
James obtained his present title and estate,as heir at law to the 
last possessor, to whom he was personally an utter stranger. 
What his habits and pursuits might be previous to this eleva- 
tion, L will not pretend to determine; there is every reason, 
however, to conclude, by his very evident want of edu- 
cation, and the prodigious consequence he now assumes, that 
they were not such as he would, at this time, be proud to 
acknowledge 
The son is a pedantic, awkward, colleze student; vocife- 
Tous, pre suming, and, to me, intoler ible. Miss Charlebury, 
with a pretty figure, but an uomeaning, sallow, plain 
countenance, affects the coquetish airs of a beauty; practises 
a thousand hackneyed tricks to obtain notice; and con- 
veys, in her manners towards women, much of the forward 
familiarity with which she seeks to gain attention from the men 
She has received an expensive education; dances well, but af- 
Vol. 52. 6 P fe ctedly; ; 
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fectedly ; sings, plays on the piano-forte, and, as her father 
took care to inform us, the lute, the lyre, the Spanish guitar, 
and the pedal harp! She chose always to address Madame 
ce St. Hermine in French, though that lady speaks Eng- 
lish with the greatest facility, and with less foreign accent 
than any of her couatrywomen | ever beard. Miss Charles 
bury likewise found opportanity to acquaint us with her 
inguage 3 talked tluently of Tasso, 


> 


protick ney im the [talias { 
rch, and Dante ; said she was now studying Spanish and 
Gicrman; aud, in short, did every thing that in one visit could 
be done, towards inspiring us with boundless veneration for her 








immense acquirements. 
SELF IMPORTANCE, 


Previous to this, however, it was her father’s turn to 
display his importance. In a manner scarcely veiled even 


\ ‘ , 1 . 
by tne ilimsiest covering of Gelicacy or good manners, ne 


made perpetual comparisons between the merits of his own 
and Mr. Archer's cook; sipped and tasted the wine with 
the smack of accnnoisseur: asked how long Mr. Archer had 
had it? what vintage it was of ? whether he remembered 
the port, claret, or madeira he had drank when last at Charie- 
bury Llall? told what each pipe cost him ; repeated the 
favourable observations upon it of sundry lords and baronets; 
informed us what the average weight of bis pine apples had 
been the last two seasons, and recommended to his bost a new 
nethod of mauvaging his iot-house, acknowledging it was ex- 
pensive, but pompously adding, 

“ Every thing gust be expensive if you seek for per- 


fection; and I fairly confess that it always puts me out of 
humour to see at my own table a merely moderate thing of 
woy kind. Fruit, for instance, which J myself seldom touch, 
i am s» particularly pice about, that 1 always gather tt 
with iny own band. Pray, Mrs. Neville, send up that 
dish of gray they appear to me to be some of the same 
sort | lately i a present to my Lord ——. He tasted 
them at Charichury Hail, and declared they were the finest 
he ever met with; considerably better than any he had at 
either of his seats. So | sent bin a handsome basket of 
them, and Ara i2 wrote a politic note, accompanied with 
the words aud music of a Spanish song, which my lord heard 
her sing to her guitar, end which, we thought, might be ae- 
cepiabl to La ly Georgiana, his daughter.” 

After this, be ex mined the grapes with profonnd gravity, 
bunch by baneh, and ended with candidly acknowledging, 


tha: thoug! these were cert ilaly very fine : he had scarcely avy 
! S * * 


but what were heayiel, aud bore larger fiuit. 
« But 
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“ But there is,” continued he, by way of consolation, 
“ a great deal of luck in all these things. I happen to have 
one of the very best gardeners in England; the aspect 
of my hot-house is perfection; I spare no cost to have 
every thing as good as the climate wil! allow ; and, somehow 
or other, l ‘am so fortunate asto succeed beyond even my 
own most senguine expectations.” 


FASHIONABLE MUSICALS. 


« QO, that’s very bad, Arabelia,” cried Sir James, catci- 
ing the sound of his daughter's name, and therefore listening 
tothe sequel of the speech, “ that’s very bad indeed! You 
must give us a song; Viltake no denial; you positively must 
sing, and piay Us a sonata too: 

“ Well, papa, whea we have done tea, if you desire it, | 
will.” 

That's right, that’s sight. 1 have no notion of letting 
people hide their talents in a napkin. You have particulac 
reason, child, to rejoice that nature has given yousuch powers; 
for if she had been a niggard tg you of those, it is not all the 
expence | have lavished upon masters that would have enabled 
you to accomplish what you now do.” 

Several remoustrances in a similar strain, addressed to his 
daughier, but intended to impress upon our minds a dae 
respect for her abilities and his magnificent spirit, passed du- 
riug.tea; and as soon as it was over, the now tractable and 
obliging young a was led to the instrument. 

My expec tat ns were not high, and in some respects 
she fur cnreiund them. She appears to be a pretiy good 
musician, and ver execution is brilliant, but her voice is harsh 
and vulg: Wione d; her expression exaggerated, and her bravura 
passages sl brill and desperat te. 

This first specimen of her sevoir-faire was crowned with 
a Ar a to induce her, without hesitation, to pro- 
ceed to an instrumental piece; and with incredible ra 
pidity she dashed and rattled through an extremely difficult 
concerto, to the joy and exultation of her father, aud the 
amazement and distraction of every body else 

These two successive performances would have amply 
satished the company; but we were not to be let off upon 
such easy terms. As soon as ihe poor piano-forte had received 
ts final thawp—lor she seally struck it with the strong 
hand of a bo mint r father called upon her to play someihing 
upon the harp. IL trembled for my beloved instrument, but 
concealed my fears, and suffered Colonel Courtville to bring it 
vom the little quiet recess where it had hitherto been secured 
irom molestation. 
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The fair Arabella made no further opposition; and pro- 
Dably, had her lute, her lyre, and her Spanish guitar 
been attainable, would, with equal readiness, when the air 
and variations ended, have treated us with samples of 
her skill upon each. Luckily, however, this was not practica- 
ble, and no one pressing her to renew her exertions upon 
either of the instruments she had already tried, she was 
most civilly thanked tor the entertainment she had afforded, 
and a cessation at length ensued; for, tired of the very 
idea of music, neither Geraldine nor L would take the place 
the resigned. Sir James condescendingly said, be hoped 
I would, op some tuture occasion, allow him the pleasure 
of hearing me: and added, “ young ladies are apt to take 
fright on hearing another perform a very difficult composi- 
tion; but Ldare say, Miss Lesmore, you bad no reason foi 
doing so. Besides, | assure you, Arabella by no means 
played her best to night: she isnot at all in good practice; for 
what with our ball, what with visits we have been making, 
and company we have had at home, she has found little or 
no time for her musical studies. By the way, Mr. Archer, 
you are going to give a ball, itseems. Faith, [am glad my 
example takes so well! And now I think of it, your hav- 
ing a thing of this kind just now, may enable me to be of 
some little use to you. | had all my coloured lamps, and 
yarious other decorations, from town: they are not yet 
sent back, nor, indeed, to say the wath, do I think it will 
be worth my while to return them at all. [If | make no 
future use of them, my friends may ; their cost is a matter of 
no consequence to me: and if they can be of any use to you, 
they are much at your service.” 

“ Thank you, Sir' James,” said Mr. Archer; “ if we 
want them we will apply to you: but 1 don't think my 
niece is very fond of coloured Jamps; and this is to be her 
ball.” 

“ They are the most odious things in the world!” cried 
Mrs. Neville. “ 1 always think, when I see them, of a lion 
and aunicorn, a shapeless crown, and a vulgar transparency, 
on a birth-night, over a shoe-maker’s shop !” 

« Aud did they bring all these things to your remembrance, 
Madam,” said Sir James, much piqued, * the evening you 
honoured my house with your presence :” 

“ Lreally‘do not recollect ; | never was so stupid at a ball ia 
my lite.” 

SENTIMENTS ON THE ABOVE PORTRAITS. 

« Tell me, Mrs. Everley, why do all the good people in this 
neighbourhood subinit to be annoyed by the vulgar ostentation 
of those mushroom Charlebury’s ?” 
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« T am quite unable to answer such a question. They 
were established inthe county before L cameto it, and are 
probably endured on account of their wealth aud their good 
dinners.” 

s Wealth! [ despise it, when disgraced by pride and 
ignorance ! ' Good dinners! what dinners could be such, that 
were poisoned by barefaced insolence, coarse exultation, and 
inhos pitable pomposity ! 

‘ All this is very fine,” said Mrs. Everley, laughing ; 
but be assured, that if even such a man as Mr. Archer, 
possessed of affluence and independence, as weil as of taste 
to disdain such society, thinks it worth while, ey a little 
occasional civility, to avoid making an enemy of ¢ power- 
fal neighbour ; others would find it but a dangerous experi- 
ment to adopt a system of over-refined delicacy. Sir 
James, when offended, is extremely litigious and inveterate ; 
and would readily expend upon a law-suit, to distress and 
nolest an enemy, as much as he would upon show or parade, 
to mortify or outvie a competitor. 

« Hateful wretch! Yet every county, every city, every 
village, contains an evil genius, a scourge of this malig- 
nant description! Nay, too ofiea, im private families, 


you find individuals whose tormeniin Hers, and overs 
bearing arrogance, make lite a bi il w are placed 
within their reach. I have never sinown the happiness 
which filial or s rly ailecion way unpart; but I have ob- 


served, that even that may be embittered by the pestilential 
vapours of selfishness, and the petverse discontents of Ca- 





price.” 
ACCOUNT OF PALERM 
Concluded from Page 850.) 
NOBILITY. 
Or » character and condition of the Sicilian. nobles | 
lave uviformly received but one opinion. The time of 


y far the greater number ts spent in the pursuit of amuse- 
ment, und of any other object than the public good. The 
most of them are in debt, and the incomes of but few are ade- 
quate tothetr wants: meny are in a state of absolute beggary. 

One evening, as | bappened to be returning home, I fell in 
with a procession of monks and soldiers bearing an image of 

Francis; and, not having seen any thing of the kind be- 
fore, | went with the crowd into a church towards which the 
procession was moving. While reckoning the — of 
rlars 
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friars as they entered, and having reached a bundred and 
seventy, allexcellent subjecis for soldiers, a well-dressed geutle- 
man came up to me, und, bowing, pointed to some of the 
ornaments as objects worthy of a stranger’s curiosity; but, 
perceiving ine shy of entering mto conversation with him, and 
the procession entering the church at the same time, he walked 
or was forced by the current of the crowd away. 

The idol being placed near the high altar, the crowd began 
to chauntahymn. As they all fell on their kuees, and my 
tight prejudices and small elothes would not permit me to do 
the same, | turned into one of the side chapels, and, leaving 
against the railing of the altar, began to speculate on the 
spectacle before me, when the Stranger again accosted me. 
Somewhat disconcerted by the interruption, and by the forward- 
ness of the man, I abruptly quitted my place. But, before § 
had moved two steps, he approached, and, bowing, said, | am 
the Baron M———-, and my pulace is just opposite. At this 
instant the worshippers rose, and the procession turning to go 
outatone of the doors near where we were standing, before § 
could retreat, | found myself involved in the crowd, and obliged 
to go with the stream. When I reacined the street, L found 
the stranger again at my side. This is very extraordinary, 
thought 1: and, without seeming to notice him, walked away. 
He followed ; and when we had got out of the nucieus of the 
throng, he seized me firmly by the arm, and drew me aside. 
Enraged ond alarmed at this mysterious treatment, | shook 
bim fiercely from me. For about the time that one might 
count twenty, be seemed to hesitate; and then, saddenly 
coming back, repeated, in Italian, with considciable energy, 
“ 1, Lam the Baron M——. This is my palace; butl have 
nothing to eat!” I looked at the building, near the gate of 
which we were then standing: it was old and ruinous: there 
was no lamp in the court-yard, and only a faint light glimmer- 
ing in one of the windows. 

Mistaking my silence and astonishment, he pulled out his 
waich, and, placing it in my band, entreaied me to give him 
soine money. As | had no disposition to become a pawn- 
broker, f rewarned it with some expressions of surprise, and 
took out my purse with the intention of giving it to him, for 
nt only contained two or three small pieces. But here all the 





soleauty of the adventure terminated. He smatebed it out of 
my Hod, an Ie mplying the contents into his own, returned it; 
and, wishing me good night, ran into the vateway. 

in Sicily the number of the nobility is of all proportion 
to the population, and they are too strong for the government, 
without having any connexion with the people. lt seemed to 
me, that the great desideratuin in Sicily was a reduction of the 


number of nobility, and some constitution which wouid subject 
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them more to the controul of public opinion. Without some- 
thing of this kind, the resources of the country can never be 
rendered available to the government; nor the government, 
however absolute it may be in name, nade really efficient : and 
without this, [ may add, the nobility themselves can never 
acquire respectability as a body. Were they rendered in any 
degree responsible to the public for their conduct, thete isa 
spirit of improvement in Sicily abundantly strong to make it 
a considerable kingdom, Many of the poor young diminutive 
barons, counts, and marchesies, who are deterred, by respect 
for their titles, from embarking in business, would, if relievéd 
from that restraint, soon be seen occupied in counting-houses, 
instead of lounging at the gaming-table. Their little estates 
would furnish respectable capitals for trade, while their petty 
feudal jurisdictions would serve legimately to auginent the regal 
authority. 

Political power, is in this island subdivided into so many 
small unequal portions, that there is not enough left to enable 
the government to actin a way suitable to the extremity of 
itscircumstances. The goverument feels this: and, in order 
to preserve itself, is often obliged to act in a manner repugnant 
to the habits of the Sicilian nobility, and destructive of their 
feudal pretensions. This occasions discontent, which betrays 
them into intemperate expressions. These are reported with 
aggravating insinuations. The court, in addition to the 
natural jealously of governments, is vexed by the loss of all 
its splendour, and the finest portion of its dominions, and 
deems extraordinary precautions necessary to preserve the 
little that remains. These cannot well be taken against the 
discontented only: they comprehend the whole nation; and 
the nation, feeling itself an object of distrust to the court, be= 
comes, in its turn, distrustful of the government. Were the 
regal authority better defined, and capable of being exercised 
with uniform effect, it is probable that the discontents engen- 
dered among the higher ranks, and disseminated by them 
among the lower, would not be so strongas they have generally 
bee n. 


The present state of Sicily, Lam inclined to think, resembles 


, 
very inuch what [I conceive to have been that of England in 
the reign of Henry VIL. Phe church is falling, the nobility 
are losing their feudal influence, aud the pretensions of th 
crown, and the consequence of the commons, are visibly ex 
tending. Lt must be added, however, that there isa vast dif- 
ference betweea the ch cter of the Sicilians and that of the 
English of the period alluded to. The Enelisi were a bold 


and masculine race, rendered familiar with danger by a lon 


Series of domestic coiilests, Phe-Sicilians are of a very different 
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description; and the constitution of the country is more likely 
to be reformed by strangers than by themselves. 


MANNER OF LIVING. 


Since the arrival of the British in Sicily, the price of meat 
has nearly doubled, and the value of cattle of all descriptions 
lias been raised prodigiously throughout the whole island; the 
effect of which must soon be felt in the iinproved cultivation 
of the land, and an increase of the wages of labour. The 
value of aristocratic property will be increased, and the value 
of the poor man’s stock (his strength) will also share in the 
geneial benefit. The Sicilians themsejves are no great consu- 
mers of animal food. Sallads, macaronies, and olives, consti- 
tute the main part of their fure; and if the frugality that is 
the result of necessity were a virtue, their temperance would 
deserve great praise. Childyen and young people eat bread to 
breakfast: but adults seldom take more than a single cup of 
coffee. The dinner hour is early, and corresponds to the 
Junching time of the English. Supper is the principal meal. 
They do not drink wine at table wih one another as we do, 
but fill their giasses as they please. Nor is it the custom to 
inquire of a stranger, of what dish he would choose to eat, 
The fish and meats being cut up, a servant carries them round, 
and the guest takes which ever he likes. There is, in general, 
an evident imitation of British customs ; but, like all imitations, 
the effects are sometimes ludicrous. In Palermo it is not confi- 
ned to dress and the etiquette of the table; but extends even 
to the construction of the houses, ‘There are several new 
ones painted to imitate bricks, with which ihe proprietors have 
heard that the English houses are built, The most ludicrous 
instance of this taste, that | have seen, is the palace of Prince 
Belmoute, at the bottom of Mount Pelegrino. The building is 
certainly in the British siyle, and not unlike the body of 
Wanstead house, in the neighbourhood of London. The stone 
of Palermo is so very coarse, that it is necessary to coat the 


walls with a plaster prepared from it. But, instead of the 
native stone colour of the plas‘er being retained, the walls of 
this palace are painted to resemble brick, to the great disgrace 
ot a beautiful mai ble portico. 


TRADE. 


The general foreign trade of Palermo, appeared to me to be 
chic fly in the hands of the British; and the supply of colonial 
produce to be brought by the Americans. ‘The Americans 
have enjoyed this branch, which one might have expects d to 
have been more naturally in cur hands, owing to the now im- 
politic adherenec of our government to that principle of colonial 
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policy, which in a former age rendered it necessary to oblige 
the planters to send their produce to the mother country. One 
might have thought that, having obtained Malta, and consider- 
ing the great consumption of colonial produce in the sarround- 
ing countries, considering also the hardships which our planters 
have suffered by the shutting of the ports under the domination 
of the French, that a direct intercourse would have been 
allowed from the colonies to that island. But the surprising 
degree of ignorance which our diplomatic men shew in the 
arrangements that they make under the idea of promoting 
trade, but in effect to abridge it, has prevented our planters 
from being benefited by the advantage which mighthave been 
derived to them from our possession of Malta. Nor, in our 
treaties with the Sicilian government, has any care been taken 
to secure for us that degree of superior favour which we ought 
to possess, considering the vast sacrifices that are made on our 
part, for the defence of Sicily. The Americans have, it is 
trae, consuls in Sicily, but there is no diplomatic corres- 
pondence between the two nations; aid yet they enjoy as 
great privileges, and move facilities to their trade, than we do; 
notwithstanding that there is a large British army quartered 
in the fortresses, and a fleet speciaily appointed for the pro- 
tection of the island. This, no doubt, partly arises from the 
insignificant characters that we have had in our embassies at 
the court of Palermo. But our interests should be placed on 
a more distinct basis than on the personal peculiarities of any 
individuals whatever. We are a commercial nation in what 
respects our connexions with foreign powers; and the men 
who have the charge of superintending the tenures of these 
connexions, should not only be capable of understanding the 
importance of the mercantile charecter, but also be rendered 
incapable of impairing their own particular charge, without 
incurriag a positive penalty. The negligence, however, of 
our diplomatic relations with Sicily have now reached their 
extremity, and cannot be either longer concealed or endured, 
The territory immediately round Palermo is chiefly devoted 
to the raising of supplies for the city. Lt furnishes little for 
exportation, though its productions are various and numerous. 
The king has lately, for his own amusement, laid out a piece of 
ground with olive trees, where the oil is prepared in the French 
manner. What is made is said to be encellent; but the 
quantity, as yet, is trifling. The adjacent land not furnishing 
any great quantity of Commo iitics lor exportation, and the 
manufactures of ihe town being generally in a rude and humble 
state, the trade of Palermo is much less considerable than 
might have been expected fiom its wealth and population. 
‘The facilities for extending the commercial intercourse with 
the interior, stand much in need of improvement, ‘The post- 
Vol, 52 6 Q oflice 
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office establishment, so essential and so fostering to mercantile 
business, is here in a very contemptible condition: so much 
sO, that the British have in some sort a post establishment for 


themselves ; chiefly in consequence of the imperfections of 
the Sicilian post- ollice, and partly on account of the want of 


integrity in the officers, as well as on account of the intriguing 


distrustful, and prying spirit of the court. 
ta period not icon pat,'t it * appears to have been the 


wish of the Neapolitan government, to give inducements to 
foreign merchants to settle in Sicily ; and, among other regula- 
tions for this purpose, one still exists in Palermo, which 
seems to have been judiciously co ontrived. It is, in princi- 
ple, the same as our bonding system; but, being calcu- 
lated more for the detail of dealing, is, on that account, more 
remarkable. iis also of greater antiquity. The merchants 
are allowed to land and lodge their goods in the warehouses 
of the custom-house, where they dispose of them to the 
sinall buyers, paying the duties as they sell. ‘This, in the 
present state of the. trade of Palermo, is highly ‘admira- 
ble. There are few merchants in the city who could com- 
mand suflicicnt money to pay the duties at importation ; 
and the foreigner, on his arrival here, is, in a great degree, 
enabled to transact his own business. The plan, however, 
requires revisal, and might be made a very excellent accommo- 
dation to the merchant. On a recent occasion, it was rather 
disturbed by the court; but my observations relate, chiefly, to 
the general state of things ; and temporary accidents, or errors, 
it is needless to notice circuustantially, unless they serve to 
illustrate general views. 


Narrative of a Plague and a Fire which happened 
Aloscow. 


[From a Pamphlet published after the Fire of London, which happened 
in September, | } inserted in the ‘Third Volume of the 
Edition of the Harleian Miscellany published in 1745.] 

%, FOSCOW, the chief city of all the countries of the 
a/b } 

AVA emperor of Russia, isa very great city, but not well 


compacted; it hath, in compass, with the suburbs, well 
' 
inhabited, and as ful! of people as the town, about three 
o 1 . . , ® ’ Baad 
German leagues and a hail, which make about fourteen Eng- 


. , ’ P . wn il . 
} 1 miles: the compass of tae town, within the vais, IS 
‘ . 

about three Lu h siules: the streets and pathways are of 
} I = 

erent trees, set close together, aad some boards by the houses 


side; audit isso dirty in ramy weather, that it is lmpos ible 
to 
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to go through the city, otherwise than on horseback ; ac- 
cording to the custom of the country, where horses are of 
sinall value, and of little expence, never being shod for any 
journey whatever, unless it be curing the ice. The houses 
are butone story high, or two at the most, all built with 
wood, set up at the top one of another; there are, in the 
city, suburbs, and castles, about five thousand five hundred 
churches, built, for the most part, like chapels, most of thei 
with gorat trees set one upon xnother. The great duke’s 
lodging is also built of wood, which he thinketh wholesomer 
than stone: the castle is pretty well fortified with walls and 
broad ditches; it oceupieth as much room as all the rest of the 
city; on one side of it dwell the Sins, on the other the 
Aptisins, who are the treasurers of the great duke, in whose 
hands, as soon as you come, you must put in all your met- 
chandises. 

Being departed from Nerva, about the 10th of July, 1570, 
we came, on the beginning of August, to Moscow, wher 
I found the erent duke, and lis officers, busy in seehing 


out about thirty persons, who fell all under the sword of 
the cominon hangman, except one who was cxst alive in 


boiling water; and this, because they bad taken bribes : 
most of them were great lords, and fimiliars with the great 
duke: others were merchants of Nevogrod, with their 
wives, children, and families, accused of treason in behali 
of the king of Poland. Few days after a horrid plague 


invaded the town of Moscow, and the places about it, with 
such violence, that in four months there died above two 
hundred and fifty thousand people; and it was particularly 
observed, that in eight days, that is from the 10th to the 18th 
of Auenst, there died tu 0 thousand seven hundred and three 
priests; and this pl gue did coutinue so fiercely, that, in the 
end of it, every one wondered when he met any body of his 
acquaintance, 

This extraordinary misery was followed the year after, on 
the fifteenth of Mav, by a strange ruin and conflagration ; 
the occasion was, that the emperor of the Tartarians being 
hearing besides that the great duke, by his 
jassacres, has so depopulated the country, that 
jud no great resistance that way, cid summon 

| 


disconteuted that the Russians did not pay hint some annual 
| 
’ 





he suid tribute; but the great duke returme: 


! 
answer but s itful and reproachtul word: 


nothing it 
wherefore the Tartarian came out of his country, about the 


end of February, tollowed with an army of one huadied 


thousand horse, who, within the space of two months and 


\* . . bd | ] sf, - ! " 2. 2 ’ 
ahalf, did ride about five bundred German leagues 5 which 
mnake two thousand English miles; when they were come al 
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two day’s journey from the frontiers of the duke, he resolved 
to meet them, and to give then battle ; but he lost it, witha 
prodigious slaughter of his men. 

The duke, knowing that the Tartarian would seek bim out, 
ran away as fast as he could: he was ouly within uine leagues 
of Moscow, when the ‘Tertarians came, and encompassed the 
town, thinking he was within. They set a fire allthe villages 
yound about it; and seeing the war would prove too tedious 
for them, resolved to burn that great city, or, at least, the 
suburbs of it: for this purpose, having placed their troops 


yound about it, they set fire on ali sides, so that itseemed 
a burniug globe; then did rise so fierce and vioknta wind, 
that it drove the rafters and long trees from the suburbs into 
the city; the conflagr:tion was so sudden, that nobody had 
time to save himself, but in that place where he was then. 
The persons that were burnt in this fire, were about two 
hundred thousand ; which did happen, because the houses 
are all of wood, and the streets paved with great fir-trees, 
set close together, which being oily and rosinous, made the 
incendy unexpressible—so chat in four hours time, the city 
and suburbs were whelly consumed. | and a young man of 
Rochelle, who was my interpreter, were in the middle of 
the fire, in a magazine vaulted with stone, and extraordi- 
narily strong, whose wall was three fect and a half thick, 
and had no air but on two sides ; one wherein was the coming 
in and going out, which was a long aliey, in which there were 
three iron gates, distant about six feet from each other ; on the 
other side there was a window or grate, fenced with three iron 
shutters, distant half a foot one from another; we shut 
them inwardly as well as possibly we could ; nevertheless, 
there came in so much smoke, that it was more than 
suflicient to choak us, had it not been for some beer that 
was there, with the which we refreshed ourselves now 
and then. 

Many lords and gentlemen were stifled in the caves, where 
they bad retired, because their houses being made of great 
trees, whea they fell they crushed down all that was under- 
neath; others being consumed to ashes, stopped all the 
passages of going and coming out, so that for waut of 
air they all perished : the poor country people that had saved 
themsclves in the city, with their cattle, tor threescore miies 
round about, secing the conflagration, rea all into the 
market-place, which was not paved with wood as the rest; 
nevertheless, they were all roasted there, in such sort, that 
the tallest man scemed but a child, so much bad the fire 
contracted their limbs; and this by reason of the great 
houses that were round about it. A thing more hideous and 
frightful than any can imagine, in many places of the said 
market, 
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market, the bodies were piled one upon another, to the height 
of half a pike, which put me in a wonderful admiration, being 
notable to apprehend, nor understand, how it was possible 
they should be so heaped together. 

This wonderful conflagration caused all the fortifications 
of the town-wall to fall, and all the ordnance that were 
upon it to burst. The walls were made of brick, accord- 
ing tothe ancient way of building, without either fortifica- 
tions or ditches. Many that had saved themselves among 
them, were, nevertheless, roasted, so fierce aud vehement 
was the fire; among them many Italians aud Welloons 
of iny acquaiatance; while the fire lasted, we thought that 
a million of cannons had been thundering together, aad 
our thoughts were upoa nothing but death, thinking the fire 
would last some days, because of the great circumference 
of the castle and suburbs; but al! this was done in less 
than four hours time, at the end of which, the noise grow- 
ing less, we were curious to know, whether the ‘Tartarians, 
of whom we stood in no less fear than of the fire, were 
entered ; they are a warlike people, though they cat nothing 
but roots, and such other like substance, and drink only water. 
The greatest lords amongst them fecd upon flesh, baked 
between a horse and the saddle, whereon rideth the horseman 3 
nevertheless they are very strotlg, lusty, and inured to all bard- 


hips, as also are their horses, who are wonderfully swift, 


and will travel iurther in one day, eating nothing but grass, 
than ours would do in three, tceding upon cats: there- 
fore, the Tartarians come so casily from so far, to invade the 
Russians. They have also that craft, that they ouly come 


inthe summer, for the conveniency of their horses: their 
country is temperate, trom whence they come about the 
latter end of February, that they may be in Russia about 


the becinning of June, and go back again into their own 
country at the end of it, lest they should be overtaken by 
the winter in Rassia; which, if ic should tail out, they would 
: 
i 


be all starved, because of the great deserts uninhabited, 


containing about three husdred German leagues, and theres 
fore void of all relief, as well for themsclves as for their 
horses, there being th 10 grass upon the ground, which 
constvaineith them to make such a journey, which is above 


twelve hundred German leagues, in four or five monihs time, 
with all their army, which consisteih commonly of about 
one hundred and fifty thousand, er two hundred thousand 
horses, as good as can be, having for all weapons, a jack 
of mail, a dart, aad | ! 


of what belo 


ow and arrows; they know nothing 
h to guns, having in all their country 
but two cities wherein the emperor keepeth his court, 
without apy villages or houses, but are contented to live 
under 
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under tents, which they remove to and fro, as they sce 
occasion. 

But to come again to our misery, after we had hearkened 
awhile, we beard. some Russtans running to and fro, through 
the smoke, who were talking of walling the gates, to prevent 
the coming of the Tartarians, who were expected, when 
the fire went out. IJ, and my interpreter, being come 
out of the magazine, found the ashes so hot, that we 
durst scarce tread upon them; but necessity compelling us, 
we ran towards the chicf gate, where we found twenty- 
five or thirty men escaped from the fire, with whom, ina 
few hours, we did wall that gate, and the rest, and kept a 
strict watch all that night with some guns that had been 
preserved trom the fire; in the morning, seeing that the 
place was not all fensible with so few people as we were, we 
sought the means to get into the castle, whose entry was then 
inaccessible: the governor was very glad to hear of our in- 
tention, and cried to us, that we should be very welcome ; 
but it was a most difficult thing to come in, because the 
bridges were all burnt, so that we were fain to get over the 
wall, having, instead of ladders, some high fir trees thrown 
from the castle to us, wherein, instead of rounds to get up 
they had made some notches with a hatchet to keep us from 
sliding! we got up them with much ado; for, besides the 
evident inconvenience of those rongli ladders, we did carry 
about us the sum of four thousand thualers, besides some jewels, 
which was a great hinderance to us to climb along those 
hich trees; and that, which did double our fear, was, that 
we saw before our cyes some of our company, that had nothing 
but their bodies tosave, yet tumble down from the middle of 
those high trees into the ditch, full of burnt bodies, so that we 
could not tread but upon dead corpses, whose heaps were so 
thick every where, that we could not avoid to tread upon 
them, as if it had been a hill to climb up; and that which 
nent our trouble was, that in treading upon them 


did aug 
the poor limbs of 


) 
their arms and legs broke like glass: 


these creatures being calcined, by the vehement heat of the 
fire, and our fect sinking into those miserable bodies, the 
blood and the filth did squirt in our faces, which begot such a 
stench allthe towa over, that it was impossible to subsist 
nit. 

The twenty-filth of May, in the evening, as we expected, 
artarians would attempt 


in great perplexity, what the ‘7 


against us, who were about four hundred in eattle—the 
Tartatians, whom we had saluted with our guns, and killed 
some of them that were comin r too near one of tue castie 
gates, began to go back the same way that they came 


in, with so much speed, that the next morning all that 
torrent 








pl 
ai 
ce 











THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 875 
torrent was drained up, for which having given God 
thanks, and set our business in order, as the present ca- 
laity would permit, we went away from that desolate 
place. 


[The great duke was John Basilides, the famous tyrant.] 


Description of Tara, the Place where the Parliaments of 
Ireland were held. 


has A, the grand seat of Ireland’s triennial parliament, 
was originally founded by the great Lrish legislator, Ollam, 
as an old poem preserved by Keating tells us: 


«¢ The learned Olilam Fodhla first ordained 
The great assembly where the nobles met, 
And priests and peets and philosophers, 

To make new laws and to amend the old, 

Aad to advance the honuur of their country.” 


At this assembly, all the kings, priests, poets, and philoso- 
phers of the kingdom, attended, and the old histories 
dwell with peculiar delight on the details of its magnifi- 
cence, 

Tie room where the parliament sat, was 300 feet in 
length, 40 cubits in height, and had fourteen doors. They met 
three days before the Ist of November, and, having spent 
the two first in friendly intercourse, on ‘the third the grand 
feast of Sambuin, or the moon, commenced. ‘This was 
a custom derived from Phenicia. ‘The feast opened with 
sacred odes set to a grand variety of national instruments, 
and after the druids had finished their rites, the fire of Sambhuin 
was lichted, and the deities solemnly invoked to consecrate 
the national councils. ‘the order of business was first the 
police—then the foreign alliance—next peace and war-- and 
thoneh last not lenst in importanec, the formal registry of the 
records in tbe Psalter of ‘Vara. ‘The merchants and artizins 


had also their imeet in order to deliver into the grand 


asst inbly, the state of trad na manufacture s. 

Puri iy We festiv us, th province. l queens gave i ind 
asseuiblies tothe lactres of the nobility, and, so chivalrous were 
our ancient bostitu 3, With respect to the iar sex, that 
the slightest insult oficred to one of them, was death witl 


outLapocal or pardon, Lie attention to heraldry was surpri 
ing for such a distant eee. ‘The first notice of the assem- 


bly was a sound of trumpet, then the esquires of the nobility 
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ptesented themselves at the door of the grand hall, and gave 
in the shields and ensigns of their masters to the deputy 
grand marshal, which were ranged under the direction of 
the king at arms—at sound of the second trumpet the target 
bearers of the general officers gave in their insignia, and at 
the third sound, the kings, princes, vobility, and all other 
coustituest part of this great assembly, took their seats with 
the utmost regularity, under their respective banners. Such is 
the account of our oldest writers. 





Account of El Empecinado, the Guerilla Chieftain. 


B' ONAPARTE is reported to have said, in reply to those 
4 persons who represented the subjection of the Spaniards 
us impossible, that if he could not reign over the Spaniards, 
at least he would reign over Spain. “ Si je ne regne pas sur 
les Espagnols, au moins je regnerai sur ? Espagne.” Upon such 
a fiendish resolution this man bas proceeded, and to the 
utmost of his power he has carried it into effect. 

The horrors which his ruffians committed provoked a 
dreadful spirit of revenge. ‘The common expression of 
the French officers, who have returned from the peninsula 
into their own country, is, that the Spaniards are not men, 
but devils. One of the intercepted letters stated, that if a 
straggler fell into the hands of the peasantry, they pricked 
him to death with their knives. These things are not to 
be wondered at, when their horrid provocations are remem- 
bered. 

After the massacre at Madrid, some French officers, ob- 
serving thet the mistress of the house in which they were 
quartered was in great distress, affected, with’ a fiippant 
cruelty, to console her, made her the subject of their jests, 


| ” She 


and pressed her and her daughter to drink with them. 
sent ber daughter for a bottle, and both the women pledged 
them first in its contents; the officers, five in number, drank 
afier them, and then she exclaimed, with a passionate and 
dreadful joy, “ We are revenged at Jast! You murdered 





my husband, you murdered my son, and you have worse 
than murdered my daughter; but vou have not an hour 
‘ 1; - » . } » 
to lve 5 the Hquor ol which we have all drank is pots- 
oued 
' ° ' “ ° , 1. . s* ] 

Light of the empecinado’s men were taken in the Guada- 
Taina monnitainus, eud nailed Lo thre trees. aS a warn , to 
their comrades. Henatled the samme number of Frenchmen 





to the same trees; and Bessieres felt it necessary to propose 
' ' ) az 

that the prisoners should be treated accurding to the custom 
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of civilized nations. D. Juan Martin, the empecinado, ac- 
quired that name by which he has made himself so fa- 
mous, because, when his whole family had been murdered 
by the French, after the women had endured horrors worse 
than death, in the first agony of his grief he smeared him- 
self with pitch, (per,) as the Jews used to strew ashes on 
their heads, and vowed never to cease from seeking ven- 
geance while a single Frenchman semained alive in Spain. 
That vow he has performed during a long career of dauntiess 
enterprize: he and his band have probably inflicted upon 
the French a greater numerical loss than they suffered at 
Talavera, or in any one of the great battles which have been 
fought in the peninsula. 

A Spaniard, by name Rigo, after affecting great 2cal in the 
patriotic cause, tled to Madrid, obtained a considerable ap- 
pointment under the intruder, and became a great persecutor 
of all who were suspected of corresponding with’ the patriots. 
The empecinado fixed his eye upon him, and obtained intelli- 
gence that he was svon to be married, and that the marriage 
would be celebrated ata house a littl way from Madrid. 
During the wedding-feast, the guerilla chief appeared at 
the head of a suflicient band in the court-yard, and demanded 
that Rigo should be delivered to him, saying no injury 
should be done to any other of the party. The unhappy 
traitor was surrendered accordingly, and sent immediately 
under a small but trusty escort to Cadiz, that he might be 
executed in the public square; the officer who conveyed 
him thither, being charged not to leave Cadiz ’till he had seen 
the execution performed. 


Io oc €&. 





/ Young lady on being asked how she felt when in love, 
4 replied, “ Similar to one who possesses a troubled 
conscience.” 


—— SS 





Answer, by W. Terry, of Plymouth, to his own Question, inserted 
December 25, 1811. 


A Cubic foot of water is reckoned at 624lb. and cach 
side of the cube being 4 feet, then 4 ®% 4 4 & 62.5=—> 
4000!b, the pressure against the bottom half, which is 2000/b. 
the pressure against each side which, multiplied by 4, is = 
8000lh. the pressure against all the sides which, added to 
4000\b. the pressure on the bottom, gives 12,000Ib. the pressure 
the cube sustains— which is equal to 3 times the weight of the 
water that fills it. 
Ve 
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Answer, by Caroline Caines, of Lion’s-gate, tober own Rebus, inserted the 
30th of March. 


ITY divine! how sweet thou art 
’ To soothe the sorrows of the heart! 





Answer, by M. B. of Sherborne, to B. Belcher’s Rebus, inserted August 10. 


N ARINE, Sir, if I rightly ween, 


Is the brave soldier that you mean. 


4- ~We have received the like answer from F. L. Veysey, Rackenford ; 
J. Postlethwaite, of the royal marines; W. Bickham, Spring Gardens, near 
Ashburton; J. Sansom, of Poole; J. W. of Charmouth; and W. Bailey, 
of Bridgewater. 





Answer, by H. Welsford, of Crediton, to B. Belcher's Charade, inserted the 
24th of Auguste 


HE COCK-ROACH ever shuns the light, 
But likes the sable shades of night. 


(Kr Similar answers have been received from W. Terry, of Plymouth; 

. Postlethwaite, of the royal marines; J. W. of Charmouth; H. Crocker, 
of Cocke!; J. Jane, of North Cadbury; H. 1. Parker, of’ Castle Cary; 
J. Newland, of Holbeton academy; F, L. Veysey, of Rackenford; and 
JH. M. of Blackwater. 





eee ee ge — 


A REBUS, by W. Bickham, of Spring Gardens, near Ashburton. 


Y first is what doth now contaia 
That valu’d good, the golden grain ; 
My second heroes do for joy 
When they their enemies destroy : 
My whole, transpos’d, ye bards, you'll sec, 
A town in England there will be. 





A REBUS, dy J. Fane, of North Cadbury. 


HEN Sol descends fast in the west, 
And songstets seek the mossy nest, 
My dreary first draws on; 
A sort of trap ther bring to light, 
The same if you transpose aright, 
My second will be shewn ; 
Lastly, a liquor deign to shew, 
That useful is and good I know, 
To make the heart full gay ; 
My charming whole so sweet doth sing, 
Harmonious makes the woods to ring, 
With his enchanting lay. 
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In the answer to J. T. Ryan's Charade, by F. Postlethwaite, inseried 
October 19, the second line should read thus ; 


s* Oft thro’ a PORTHOLE doth destruction pour.” 
4 POETRY. 
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Address on the Opening of Drury-Lane Theatre, October 10, 1812, writ- 





ten by Lord Byron,and spoken by Mr. Elliston. 


N one dread night our city saw, and sigh’d, 
Bow’d to the dust the drama’s tower of pride ; 
In one shert hour belteld the blazing fane, 
Apollo sink, and Shakespeare cease to reign. 


Ye who beheld, O! sight admir’d and mourn’d 
Whose radiance mock’d the ruin it adorn’d! 
Thro’ clouds of firethe massy fragments riv’n, 
Like Israel’s pillar, chase the night from heav’n! 
Saw the long column of revolving flames, 
Shake its red shadow o'er the startled Thames, 
While thousands, throng’d around the burning dome, 
Shrank back appail’d, and trembl’d for their home ; 
As glar’d the voluin’d blaze, and ghastly shone 
‘The skies, with lightnings awful as their own; 

* Till blackening ashes, and the lonely wall, 
Usurp’d the muse’s realin, and mark’d her fall; 
Say, shall this new, nor less aspiring pile, 
Rear’d where once rose the mightiest in our isle, 
Know the same favour which the former knew, 
A\ shrine for Shakespear—worthy hum and you? 


Yes—it shall be—the magic of that name 
Defies the scythe of time, the torch of flame, 
On the same spot still consecrates the scene, 
And bids the drama be where she bath been: 
‘This fakric’s birth attests the potent spell ; 
Indulge our honest pride, and say, How well! 
As soars this fane to emulate the last, 
©! might we draw our omens from the past, 
Some hour propitious to our prayers may boast 
Names such as hallow still the dome we lost. 
On Drury first your Siddons’ thrilling art 
O’erwhelm’d the gentlest, storm’d the sternest heart ; 
On Drury, Garrick’s latest laurels grew: 

Here your last tears retiring Roscius drew, 
Sigh’d his last thanks, and wept his last adieu. 5 
But still for living wit the wreaths may bloom 
That only waste their odours o’er the tomb: 
Such Drury clain’d and claims, nor you refuse 
One tribute to revive his slumbering muse ; 
With garlands deck your own Menandcr’s head! 
Nor heard your honours idly for the dead! 


Dear are the days which made our aanals bright, 


Hire Garrick tled, or Brinsley ceus’d to write, 
Heirs to their labours, lie all high-born heirs, 
Vain of ovr ancestry as they of their's, 

While thus remembrance bor: ows Banquo’s glass 


Tu ciaim the sceptred shadows as they pass, 


And 









































































































ENTERTAINER. 





THE WEEKLY 


Afid We the mirror hold, where imag’d shine 
Immortal names, emblazon’d va our line; 
Pause, ere their teebler offspring you condemn, 
Reflect how hard the task to rival them! 


Friends of the stage, to whom both players and plays 
Must sue alike for pardon, or tor praise ; 
W hose judging voice and eye alone direct 
‘The boundless power tocherish or reject ; 
If e'er frivulity has led to fame, 
4\nd made us blush that you forbore to blame; 
If e’er the sinking stage conld condescend 
To soothe the sickly taste it dare not mend; 
All past reproach may present scenes refute, 
And censure, wisely loud, be justly mute! 
O! since your fiat stamps the draaia’s laws, 
Forbear to mock us with misplac’d applause: 
So pride shall doubly nerve the actor’s powers, 
And reason’s voice be echoed back by our’s | 


This greeting o'er, the ancient rule obey’d, 
The drama’s homage by her berald paid, 
Receive our welcome too; whose every tone 
Springs from our hearts, and fain would win your own. 
The curtain rises—imay our stage unfold 
Scenes not unworthy Drury’s days of old! 
Britons our judges, nature for our guide, 
Still may we please, long—long may you preside. 





TO THE BENEVOLENT AND AFFECTIONATE HEART. 


E his the sorrowing heart to cheer, 
Who loves to taste the heavenly sweet, 

‘That gains upon th’ impassion’d ear, 

When souls in joint communion meet : 
When consolatiwon’s healing voice 

In friendship’s bosom seeks repose, 
And bids the sinking heart rejoic: 

In triumph o’er earth’s num’rous woes; 


Be his to fee! sensations fine 

As ever gen’rous bosom claim'd; 
As ever charity benign, 

Or gentle meek-ey’d pity fram’d ; 
Be his the teelings of the child, 

Lhat pillows up the aching head; 
And soothes the parent’s anguish wild! 
Compell’d by age to ask tor bread; 
Who, when the woe-worn spirits need 
The southing solace of the mind, 

To prove himself a friend indeed, 
Is ever ready, prumpt, and kind! 


REUBEN VERITAS. 


— ~-- — - — — 


EPIGRAM ON A YOUNG BEAUTY. 


S Molly Fowle immortal? No. 
Yes, but she is. Ill prove it so. 
She’s twenty now, and was, I know 
Full twenty, twenty years ago, 











